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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 24 October 2003 is/are: a)[x] accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Art Unit: 3761 

DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on February 24, 2004, 
December 6, 2004 and December 13, 2004 were filed after the mailing date of the 
Application on October 24, 2003. The submissions are in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statements are 
being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lantz et 
al (U.S. Patent No. 5,836,930). 

With respect to Claims 1,2,3: Lantz teaches diaper 10 with front waist portion 12 and 
rear waist portion 14 defining a length 90 therebetween. (Fig. 1) Lantz teaches 
absorbent structure 32 with retention portion 48 that is comprised of superabsorbent 
material. (Col. 13, lines 58-60). Absorbent structure 32 is an insert with longitudinally 
opposed edges defining length 94. Lantz teaches that length 94 is no less than 40% of 
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length 90. (Col. 11, lines 10-15). Lantz teaches that at least 55% of length 94 of 
absorbent structure 32 is located in a front half section of diaper 10. (Col. 4, lines 13-16) 
Lantz teaches that retention portion 48 defines the boundaries of absorbent structure 32 
therefore Examiner is concluding that there is no absorbent material present outside of 
said retention portion or said absorbent structure. 

With respect to Claims 4,13,19: Lantz teaches a SAP particle to hydrophilic fiber ratio 
for retention portion 48 of not less than about 25:75 by weight. (Col. 14, lines 28-32) 

With respect to Claim 5: Lantz teaches a liquid uptake of 25-40 g/g after 60 minutes 
under load. (Col. 14, lines 1-6) Lantz teaches a load of 0.3 psi, or 2.06 kPa, by 
incorporating an absorbency-under-load (AUL) determination method taught in EP 
339,461 A1, published November 2,1998, which is roughly equivalent to the pressure 
exerted on a sample that is subjected to the centrifuge method set forth by applicant, 
therefore the results taught by Lantz are concluded herein to be relevant. 

With respect to Claim 6: Lantz teaches that surge management layer 46 adjacent 
absorbent structure 32, said surge management layer 46 has a density of absorbent 
material that is not greater than 0.1 g/cc. Examiner is concluding that, given a surge 
layer's function (i.e. absorb and transfer but prevent excess exudates from reaching 
structure 32) and position (adjacent structure 32), the density of absorbent material in 
retention portion 48 must be at least 0.1 g/cc. 
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With respect to Claim 7: Lantz teaches that waist portions 12 and 14 are comprised of 
material from outer cover 30 which also provides a front panel and back panel, as well 
as crotch region 16 comprised of edges longitudinally spaced from both waist portions. 
(Fig. 9). Absorbent structure 32 is disposed longitudinally between said front and rear 
panels and, as can best be seen from Fig. 7, has ends 60 spaced longitudinally from 
one another (Col. 10, line 41) and since absorbent structure 32 is adjacent backsheet 
30 which forms said panels, absorbent structure 32 overlies and is connected to both 
the front and rear panels since it is located in the crotch region 16 and does not entirely 
lie on one side of the diaper's transverse centerline. 

With respect to Claims 8,14,21: Lantz teaches that the backsheet 30 is comprised of a 
nonwoven material. (Col. 6, lines 28-30, 49-51) 

With respect to Claims 9,15,22: Lantz teaches a flexible liquid impermeable material for 
backsheet 30. (Col. 6, lines 27-32) 

With respect to Claims 10,16: Lantz teaches tape tabs 36 configured for securing front 
and rear waistband portions 12 and 14 about the wearer. (Col. 4, lines 17-19) 

With respect to Claims 11,12: Please see the rejections of Claims 1 and 7 as Claims 1 1 
and 12 are rejected for all of the same reasons stated with respect to Claims 1 and 7. 
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With respect to Claims 17,18: Lantz teaches providing diaper 10 with front waist portion 
12 and rear waist portion 14 defining a length 90 therebetween. (Fig. 1) Lantz teaches 
fixedly securing absorbent structure 32 with retention portion 48 that is comprised of 
superabsorbent material between topsheet 28 and backsheet 30 (Col. 13, lines 58-60) 
Absorbent structure 32 is an insert with longitudinally opposed edges defining length 94. 
Lantz teaches that length 94 is no less than 40% of length 90. (Col. 1 1 , lines 1 0-1 5). 
Lantz teaches that at least 55% of length 94 of absorbent structure 32 is located in a 
front half section of diaper 10. (Col. 4, lines 13-16) Lantz teaches that retention portion 
48 defines the boundaries of absorbent structure 32 therefore Examiner is concluding 
that there is no absorbent material present outside of said retention portion or said 
absorbent structure. 

With respect to Claim 20: Lantz teaches that waist portions 12 and 14 are comprised of 
material from outer cover 30 which also provides a front panel and back panel, as well 
as crotch region 16 comprised of edges longitudinally spaced from both waist portions. 
(Fig. 9). Absorbent structure 32 is disposed longitudinally between said front and rear 
panels and, as can best be seen from Fig. 7, has ends 60 spaced longitudinally from 
one another (Col. 10, line 41) and since absorbent structure 32 is fixed securely 
adjacent backsheet 30 which forms said panels, absorbent structure 32 will then overlie 
and be connected to both the front and rear panels since it is located in the crotch 
region 16 and does not entirely lie on one side of the diaper's transverse centerline. 
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With respect to Claim 23: Lantz teaches securing front and rear waistband portions 12 
and 14 about the wearer by using tape tabs 36. (Col. 4, lines 17-19) 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melanie J. Hand whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6464. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-5:30, alternate 
Fridays 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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